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BEING 


An Attempt to prove, that the People under 
a Popular Form of Government, may be 
as much Slaves, as thoſe ſubject to the Ar- 
bitrary Will of one Man, 


—_—— 


If once our Courts of Fuſtice come to be awed, or ſwayed 

3 Noi ſe, 2 if Judget and Furies ſhould — 
themſelves ſo, as would bet comply with the Humours of 
the Times, it is falſely ſaid, that Mem are tried fir 
their Lives and Fortunes ; x; live by Chance, and en- 
Joy what they have as the Wind blows, and with the ſame 


I's Lord Chief Juſtice Scxoces Speech. 
State-Trials. 
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IBERTY is the Object of all 


TS 
| Men's Wiſhes ; it 3 ingrafted 


in our Natures, and we receive our 


ciples of Life ; yet there is no one Subject 
which employs Human Converſation, in which 
Mankind are ſo much divided in their Opinion, 
as in the Means to obtain this ſacred Bleſſing, 


and preſerve it when once in Poſſeſſion. Hu- 


man Invention has been upon the Rack from 
the carheſt Ages of Time, to ſettle the Boun- 


daries of Power, and to find out Means to 
baniſh Slavery from the ſeveral Societies into 
which Mankind have erected themſelves; yet 
ſuch is the Frailty of Human Judgment, that 
Big + B though 


— x \ 


wy 7 
X. 


7 . 


1 firſt Notions of it with the Prin- 


et 


A 


e 
G80 all Nations pre n e ber wa 
por. ebated Laws to r 1 25 
pendeney, there is ſcatee g Jocicty u 
the Sun, that, now:enjoys Peiſerf Ete 
who are not in fdme mealare Slaves to at 
very Government they have erected to pre- 
ſerve themſelves from that dreadful Fiend, 
Arbitrary Power. 


Three Parts of the Globe are born Songs, 
and never heard. the jo ful Sound of. oy 
they. 1 * — Cha bs. aſs np Bing Being; 

are enhyha no No off — 


Freedom, — 5 are — I with the loweſt 
Principles of Independency. 


Some few Kingdoms in Lachs indeed 
heard of Liberty, and may remember 1 
Dream that their. f orefathers were One free; / 
but as for: themſelves: they are! Slaves\like their 


Afatic Neighbours, and are obliged to fab- 


mit i to Bondage, and all rhe Horrors of deſpo- 


tig Siray, with this additional Curſe, that they 
have: ſotmne faint Notions, ſome Ipeculative 
Knowledge of the mighty Bleſſings of Liber- 
ty, and. conſequentiy have a quicker Senſe: of 
ee Weight of: W -N 2 
ot. nee vo. doi od * 0 21 
© hers 2: are Gre: 8 in 2 Gun 
of the World, Wharnjox the Shadow of Li- 


betty, without the — n Name . 


1 YOU; 


of 


[52] 
and out ward Forms of Godlike Freedom are 
ſtill preſerved as facred Monuments in their 
Streets; but: in their Houſes. abject Slavery 
reigns uncontrolled; Tyranny and lawleſs Pow: 


er, maſqued under the Robes of Independency 


rule their Senates, and ſpread their baneful 
Taint over all their Policy : But ſuch is the 
Inftaence, : ſuch the aſtoniſhing Effects of Li- 


| benty upon the Human Mind, that even this 


mock, this viſionary F dom. this fleeting 
Shadow, is embrace with Tranſports, and 
miſtaken for the real Subſtance; they hug 
themſelves as poſſeſſed of the mighty Blefling, 
and beſtow their Pity on the reſt of Mankind, 
who are nòt poſſeſſed of fo” much of the im- 
portant Trifle. hs they are. In a word, the 
Bulk, the groſs Body of Mankind, are univer- 
ſallyx acknowledgedto be Slaves, under what- 
ever Form of Government they. live, and 
know neither. I nor 2 of Bo- 
rious Freedom. Hs | 

Das! * lee | * 
But there is one ae on Barth hers 
Liberty has taken up her Dwelling; where the 
Governors have every thing in their Power, 
but to hurt the People; where the Subjects 
enjoy the Sweets of Freedom, not the out- 
ward Marks and pompous Appearance, but 
the Eſſence and ſubſtantial Bleſſing of ſacred 
Liberty. Britain is the only Kingdom, and 


r 
9 „ „* 5 7 


2» Britons the only People who can truly ſay, Me. 
WEEN B 2 are 


—_ 


| are free, We haves Prog in what we enjoy, 

l and reap the Advantages of Government  with- 
li out. the leaſt: Alloy" 'of Arbitrary Power. To 
prove the Aſſertion that the Subjects of Bri- 
Tam, are the only People on Earth, who are 
lf poſſeſſed of real Liberty, and that they enjoy 
if this Bleſſing, not ſo much from the - Form of 
| their Conflitution, as from that peculiar Spirit 

| | and Genus of the Nation, who have ſo great a 
q Senſe of Slavery, and ſo juſt a Notion of ſacred 

8 Liberty, that they are not contented with the 

ö meer Forms, without the N. wid the prin- 
| 


62 Defign of this Eſay. | 8 Ante! 


In order to demboſtrats 'this Propoſition; 
1 it iö neceſſary to enquire what Liberty is, and 

q to ſettle. the Boundaties between Lepal Go- 

| vernment and Arbitrary Power. To an Ex- 

| liſh-Reader, it may appear ſtrange, to require 

Iz 2 Definition of Liberty, a Thing which to 

|| their Apprehenſions all Mankind are acquain- 

q ted with; but if we are ſo happy in this Iſland 
as to know, underſtand, -and feel what is 
meant by Freedom, yet Foreigners may be 

1 Strangers to the very Meaning of the Word, 

; and perbaps upon ſerious Conſideration, many 
amongſt ourſelves have not ſo diſtin a Notion 

of the Thing, as the Importance of the Subject 
requires : It appears to me to be no very eaſy 
Matter, to give a juſt: Explanation of that in-„ 
riente Phraſe : it is . to ſay what it is not, 7 


en 


\ 


2 


Y) 


| than what it really is, and perhaps onl y thoſe 
who enjoy it are able to fix its true Limits. 


ä ws bu #\ 
; TUEHISHDZ. 4; 4 


FLEW 4.305 Ragoli yt 'L -* |; 
If I incline: to gide ſuch a Definition of Li- 


berty as would agree with the genetal Senſe of 
Mankind in their preſent Circumſtances, 1 
ſhould be apt to advance, that a People may 


be ſaid to be free; when they are governed ac- 


cording to their own conceived Notions of 
Liberty: In this Senſe there are more free Na- 
tions on Earth, than I have ſuppoſed in the 
Introduction to this Diſcourſe, The Turks, 
and all the Inhabitants of Aſia, ate agreed in 
this Senſe, ſince they have no other Notioh 
of Freedom, than obeying the Will of their 
Emperors; they have not ſo much as the leaſt 
Conception of the Nature of Popular Govern+ 
ment, ſince it was with the utmoſt Difficulty 
the Chineſe could be made to underſtand what 
the Miniſters of the Republic e © Holland 
meant by the High and Mighty Lords the 
States General. In this Senſe the divided Poles 
may be ſaid to be free, though their Perſons 
are the Goods and Chattels of their Tyrant- 
Lords, ſince that is the Nature of the Conſti- 


tution; and many other States in Europe, 


whom we Engliſh look upon as Slaves, may be 
— to enjoy the Fruits and Advantages of Li- 
re | * | 


But 1 incline rather to declare that People 


2 free, 


— — — — —— — 


00 
free, who dye under a Government, by the 
Means and. Protection of/which, they enjoy 
thoſe Privileges and Advantages, for which 
Government was originally: deſigned-. Aslac- 
cording to the laſt Definition, more Nations 


might be aid to enjoy Freedom than really 
dos ſo by this, many States, who in out Ap- 
prebenſion are free, will be nden n to 
be no W than gay "RNS 02  Yaibuc 


28 — 3 13G 21611 Y / Mis 4 


To iluſtrate -this, ily: us ak, upon what 


Principle this Lowe of Eiberty is founded? 


What is the End of it nnd what are the 
Motives that induce Mankind to be ſo fond 
even of the meer Term At can be nothing 
elſe, than that under this Name they: 
Peace, Happineſs, and Security in thei 
ſons and Properties. If this is the C Cale 
whatever Nation enjoys moſt of the Bleſhogs 
of Peace, and have the ſtrongeſt Security far 
the Enjoyment of bereue and aba 
be pronounced e n 0 ente 
12 > 7 a2 4 i, 90, e 
But Gen was driginally Intended 
(ander whatever: Form it appears) to! ſupport 
the Intereſt of the whole Community, againſt 
the Encroachments of their Neighbours; to 
protect Individuals from the Oppreſſion of one 
another; and to force every Member of the 
Society to contribute towards the Support of 


che eee from whence they derived 
theſe 


* 


_ 


then 


7 


# 


(7x) 

theſs Advantages, In order to carry on the 
Bufineſs of Society, and that each Member 
might know his Duty, they enacted Laws b 
common” Conſent; which were to be the Cri- 
terion of Men's Actions, and to fix the Boun- 
daries of ene uno the TIO of Right 
and Wrong. 

171g } 7 


Theſe are in gelt Prineiples'o of al Qoveris: | 
ment, and theſe the Limits of Natural Liber- 
ty, and wherever the People do not enjoy theſe 
Advantages, that Government muſt be termed 
tyrannical, whether it is built in the Form of 
Democracy, Ariſtoeracy, or Abſolute Monar- 
chy;" and ſo long as a N ation-enjoys theſe Pri- 
vileges, ſo long they are free, whether they 
are 1 17 on Man, or a Tibuſand. 


For how can 'thit people be aid to deter | 
where the Governmeht is ſo weak, as not to 
be able to protect them from the Inſults of 
their Enemies, or ſo wicked as to wink at the 
Oppteſſion of Individuals, or where the Bur- 
then of the Expence of the Society falls only 
upon u few, and where Juſtice is adminiſtered 
not by publick” -and eſtabliſhed Laws, but ac- 
cording to the Malice or Caprice of the Wan 
ges? It is ĩimpoſſible to ſuppoſe that People a ny” 
thing elſe barn Slaves though" they had the Li- 
berty to chuſe ber own AA to name 

1,27! 12101 their 


: 
- N 
wo 1 "+4 


.- £82 
their TIE: and [uppaint: n own. 
e or 11 


1 All Eugen will . that States abe 

to abſolute Monarchs enjoy none of thoſe Pri- 
vileges which intitle them to the Name of a 
free People ; but we muſt ſearch for Freedom. 
then among the popular Governments of - Eu- 
rope, where I am-afraid few enjoy it in that La- 
titude which is the ae of the happy fer 
mind of theſe, Iſlands. | 


If. we enquire into the ſon State of 2 
United Provinces, we ſhall be at a Loſs to find 
the Corner where, Liberty reſides. The Vul- 
gar, the Bulk, of the — 2 have no Share in 
the Government, not ſo much as in the Choice 
of their Magiſtrates : Power in theſe Provin- 
ces is confined: to the Hands of a few Burgo- 
maſters, who have four. out a Method to 
load the Bcors and labouring People with all 
the Expences of Government, without vouch- 
ſafing to contribute one Sixpence themſelves 
toward the. Expences of, the State. Places of 
Truſt and Profit are diſpoſed | of by Dint of 
Intereſt, and their whole Policy directed by 
Faction. As Individuals in —— State bold 
their nominal Freedom at the Will of the 


Heads of the Faction, ſo the whole State holds 


their Independency at the Will of France, 


whoſe 1 Tools they are on all Occaſions, for the 
ſake 


(13) | 
fake of the Money which that Cour diſtributes 
among its laviſh Partiſans. f 


It is not then i in Ehlland we are to hls be 
Freedom. It we paſs on to the States of Ger- 
many, they ſtill enjoy a greater Degree of the 

very Shadow of Liberty. They are called 
Free States: But for what ? Only becauſe 
they have the Liberty to meet together, and 
deliberate about the Affairs of their Govern- 
ment, in which they muſt be determined by 
the Will or Caprice of their ſtronger Neigh- 


bours. 


In Poland, Liberty i is in every body's Mouth, | 
but no Man enjoys it: The very "Bulges: of 
Liberty, are a Curſe to that unhappy People: 
The groſs Body of them are conſtitutional; 
Slaves to their greater Lords; they are laid in 
Chains by Faction, Diviſion, and Corruption, - 
and the whole State dependant on the Cour- 
teſy of the potent Empire of Ruſſia. 


| Sweden has the Name and conſtitutional 
Forms of a free People; but how little of the 
Fruits of it do the Subjects reap? Their Se- 
nate is divided by Faction, and their Politicks 
governed by Corruption; their Dyet, intended 
for the Nen of the Independency ot | 
the whole, and the Happineſs of Individuab, 
ſells the one for Money, and are become the 
C Tyrants 


( 14) 
Tyrants of the other, to conceal the dark 
Deeds which- fway their" Determinations, 


How would we reliſh it in England, if a fo- 


reign Power ſhould, take the Liberty to bk 
tate to our Sovereign in the Choice of 
Miniſters * And how ſhould we curſe 45 86 


nators who could form a Fütty to ſupport 1⁰ | 


inſolent an Eneroachment? How thould we; 

be alarmed if a Miniſter, a Subject of Bri- 
fain, . ſhould be threatened with Vigzalle, for 
having incurred the Diſpleaſure of a foreign 
Court, in the Diſcharge of the'Daties of his 
Function? Or if the Subjects were impriſon-" 
| ed, impeached, and tried, only beeauſe ſuf. 
pected of being of a different Opinion from 
the «prevailing Faction? How could we be 
faid to be free, if the Voice of our Senators, 
were purchaſed with Foreign Gold, and Fac- 
tion ſupported by the People's Money? Yet. 
this is the unhappy Caſe of Sueden, where 
Peace and War are determined by Cabal, with- 


out the ſmalleſt Regard 15 the latereft or 15 4 


_ perty of the People. f 1175709 


Among the petty Repablicks 3 in Hah, we, 
ſhall find Slavery in Abſtract, even where theit 
Forms have moſt Reſemblance to Freedom. 
Venice is the moſt conſiderable among them, 


and prides itſelf in being the oldeſt Repub- 
lio on Earth; but how little 8 is to 


* 1 Ne. among the Re of that 61 
* * ower 


— 


- 1 . 
E + 


1 


. Fo 

Power is veſted in the proud Nobility, who 
lord it over the People with tyrannic Sway, 
Even the Nobility are far from taſting the 
Sweets of Liberty in any other Degree, than 
in oppreſſing their Vaſſals; for they are more 
dn Wan to their Senate, and to the Coun» 
nn 1 1. 


This Council of Ten is abfolute in all the 
Senſes of the Word. Their Decrees are irrevo- 
cable ; they, as the Guardians of the State, 
have a Right to take up, impriſon, and con- 
demn, the higheſt Subject upon the ſlighteſt Suſ- 
picion they are pleaſed to conceive againſt him; 
They are bound by no Forms of Proceed- 
ing, but alter theſe as often as they think the 
Exigencies of Affairs require ; upon the ſmal- 
leſt Suſpicion of Diſſaffection, as for Inſtance, 
if a noble Venetian ſhould kick ſome infamous 
Spy, or State-Informet, the Council of Ten 
are not obliged to allow this Offence to be 
tried by the common Courts of Judicature ; 
No, Spies and Informers are held ſo much 
in Veneration, that their Perſons are eſteemed 
ſacted, and the Welfare of the State depends 
upon their Protection; therefore this dread- 
ful Tribunal of wiſe Senators, gives Orders to 
ſeize ſuch a Nobleman ; they examine bim, 
put him to the Torture to ſqueeze a-Con- 
feſſion out of him, that be kicked the Spy 
in Odium of his facred Office : They exa- 

LE C 2 mine, 


(16) 

mine, bribe, and threaten Witneſſes to ſwear 
to Facts never heard of, and put Conſtructions 
on Words, which none but ſuch Conjurers 
could hammer out of them.” Theſe Witneſ⸗ 
ſes are not examined publicly, nor does the 
Criminal perhaps know the Name of the 
Informer, but the whole is conducted in pri- 


vate, and the Evidences taught to ſpeak what 


Language the Judge pleaſes. If the ſuppoſed 
Criminal pretends to bring Evidence in De- 
fence of his Innocence, his Witneſſes are 
brow-beat, threatened for perſiſting in the 
Truth, and ſuſpected of Diſaffection for giv- 
ing Teſtimony in favour of the Suſpected; 
for there every Man who has the Misfortune 


to fall under the Diſpleaſure of the Miniſtry, 


is branded with the Name of a diſaffected 
Perſons, and hunted down as ſuch; and every 
ARion of his, even his Diverſions, and in- 
nocent Merry-makings, are explained by this 
diſaffected Key. If a Venetian frequents the 
Houſe of a foreign Miniſter, if he meets his 
Friends often, though with a Deſign to en- 

urage them 'to ſtand up * the Indepen- 
Par of the State, and drinks Healths ex- 


preflive of that Deſign, the Senate, or Council 


of Ten, ate at Liberty, and frequently do take 
them up, and paniſh them for Diſaffection, 


2225 


con- | 


(7) 
conceived againſt him, and not according to, 
the true and obvious Meaning of his Expreſ- 
ſions; yet this is.a Country of Liberty, a free 
State, and the People are ſo infatuated as to 
fancy they enjoy 0-820 Privileges, and are. 
bleſſed with more Freedom than the reſt * | 
their Neighbours. wrt * 


As to the other petty Commonwealths, a | 
are in the ſame Condition, are Slaves to Fac- 
tion within themſelves, and to Bribery, Cor- 
ruption, and the arbitrary Dictates of Foreign- 
ers without. The Genoeſe are a laſting Mo- 
nument of the Folly of their Pretences to 
Freedom. The Auſtrians parcelled out their 
little Territory among their Allies, without 
conſulting them; and the French bribed them 
to oppoſe it. The Fate of War, and their 
own Weakneſs in ſuch a Combat, reduced 
them under the Power of their Enemies; yet 
the French Gold, and French. Countils, put 
them upon violating the Faith of Trea- 
ties, and has again expoſed them to all 
the Horrors of War, and inteſtine Diviſions, 
on pretence of recovering that Idol Liberty, 
which they have neither _ Reliſh to enjoy, 
Strength, nor. Honeſty enough to nn 
when me have got it. | 


If this is the Caſe of all Governments, ex- 
cept in England, it is worth while to enquire 
to 


(8) 

to whit we owe the mighty Blefling which 
we epjoy in gredter Perfection than the reſt of 
the Sons of Adam. I have advanced that 
it is not ſo much owing toour Corftjtation, 

as to the Spirit and Genius of the People, 

prove which-i8 the BaſineſF'of the rern 
ing Part of this Eſſay. v OT 


That it iv not owing to the Kale 8" for 
Conſtitution, I think; is evident from the brief 
Review we have made of the State of the 
other popular Governments in Europe. In 
Sweden, and in other States, the People chuſe 
their own Repreſentatives ; they have their Par- 
liatents, and, by their Coftithtivn, their So- 
vereign bas much Tefs Power to hurt the Peo- 
ple, than in ours; yet they enjoy little of the 
Frtrits of Liberty: Bribery, Corruption, and 
Faction, make up the whole Myftcry of their 
Politicks ; the State is ſold to the higheſt Bid- 
defi and he who gives moſt i is fore to purcha 
the venal Voices of theit penſioned Senate. 
What then ate the People the better, that 
they have the Pleaſure of chaſing their Re- 

entatives, When they are 2 Hy certain, 
that rhoſe they chuſe will g 4 has y their 

Money, tb enable the Court bebe them 
from the Intereſt of their Countr The 
more Members they ſend to the * the 
greater is tHe Charge 'the Pepe are put to, 
bectufk the Supply muſt be increaſed"in' pro- 


portion 


(29) 
Every Man's neſty there is valued by the 
Latgeneſs of his Purchaſe- Money; , conſe+ 
quengly, the greater Price a Man puts upon 
is Conſcience, the more that unhappy Peo- 
ble muſt, pay for. their Undoing, , Yet they 
arg pleaſed to be undone this Way, and would 
be angry to adviſe them to ſend their Senate 
adrift, and ſubmit. to the ſovereign Dictates 
of, their Prince, though they are certain that 
by. the Help of their own Money, he may 
obtain a Vote of their Dyct,, tor all the Mo- 
| ney, 400 Prager) the Kingdom. Dar 


In Fence that, Part of the People, vie. the 
Nobles, who have the Power in their Hands, 
yet . when conſidered as Individuals, 
though they ele& theic Doge and nominate 
the Senators and Council of Ten out of their 
Body: On the contrary, they are mere Slaves 
to the deſpotic Will of thoſe Creatutes ot their 
own Creation. Diſtributive Juſtice, in which 
the Happineſs of a People chiefly conſiſts, is 
unknown, in that Country, The Miniſtry and, 
Men in Power have ſo many Ways of taking 
the Cognizance of the ſmalleft. Offences into 
their own Hands, that no Man has any Pro- 
perty in his Lite or Eſtate: If they were tried 
by the common Courts of Juſtice, they would 
have no Reaſon to complain; for as the Vene- 
tians are governed by the Civil Law, the Rules 
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of which are ſdunded upon Equ ity and com- 


mon Senſe and are known tro every Subje&, 
the Jadge is obliged to determine dccordianty? 
and de oer Man bas at leaſt a fair and 
impartial Hearing, and a Chance to eſcape ; 
but if the Cognizance of the Offence is ken 
Cut of that Channel and brought before be] 
Senate, or Cbuntil of Ten, bis Caſe is quit 


altered: Innòcence is by no means his Protec - 
nom; on the contrary, that may be the 58 


Misfortune that can  happentobim : : Knaves a 
aways Enemies to the Virtuous, and gtudge 
the Poſſeſſot tat Eſteem and popular Applauſe 
which 1s the Reſult of Honeſty and Integrity: 

ink-theſe Men ſee too much and too 
into their dark Tranſactions, and for that 


| Resſon embrace the firſt Opportunity to twin 


Him} upon the leaft Pretence which beir Ma- 
| les hagelte ts them. SOA D128 KC At 1 
pre een a ee nn = 


In Trials of that Nature 3 malicious, Gigi? 
nary Faction, makes the Public Good, and 


Safety of the State, their conſtant Pretence; 


When at bottom, they” wean only to Citiats” 
their own Revenge, to gratify their Avarice, 
and anſwer che little low Defipns of their Par- 
ty at the Expence of all againſt hom they 
have conceived an Antipathy. In this Govern- 
ment of Venice, as in other popular States, the 
Buſineſs is tranſacted by a few; the reſt are 
mere Tools; hired or threatened into their 
Meaſures ; 
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Meaſures; theſe receive the Dictates of their 
Leaders with implicit Submiſſion, they fol- 
low the Cry like a Pack of our Engliſb Hounds 
and hunt down the unhappy Victim. without 
Regard to Juſtice or Decency. They are 
taught by their Superiors that the Perſon 19 
guilty, therefore they prejudice. the Cauſe and 
thut their Ears to. all Evidence that can be gi» 
yen for the Innocence of the Party. Theſe 
Councils are not bound by the common Law 
of Venice, or by any fixed Principles whatever; 
Opinion, Prejudice, Prepoſſeſſion, Malice and 
Revenge, are all the Motives to the Proſecu · 
tion, and have the chief Influence in the par- 
tial Sentence. The Weight, the Name, aud 
Influence of the whole Body of the Nation are 
pointed at the unhappy Criminal. How is it 
poſſible for him to eſcape? When his Judges 
are bound by noLaws, nor he knows not from 
what Principles to argue in order to convince 
them, who are reſolved not to be convinced 
that he is innocent. It is in vain to produce 
Witneſſes in his Defence; the Weight and In- 
tereſt of the Proſecutors, which is ſuppoſed to 
be the Public, intimidate moſt Men from ap- 
pearing, becauſe that, fome Time or other, the 
Managers of ſuch Jobbs may find Ways and 
Means to ſqueeze them; ſo that the unbappy 
Party muſh ſubmit to 8 not _ 
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a-fairiand: Trial or Conviction of his 
Guilt, but becauſe the Faction in Power 
could count more Noſes in Support of Op- 
preſſion, than he hann Defence of his In- 
nocence. 


This W the Caſe of all Perſons Sho 
are ſo unhappy as to be ſuſpected by this 
dreadful Council of Ten: How then is it 
/ that the Moſt Noble of the Noble 
Henetians can be ſaid. to be free? It is an Ab- 
ſurdity to ſuppoſe they have the leaſt, Proper- 
ty in their Eſtates or Lives, but in propor- 
tion to the Intereſt oy have in the reigning 
Walen. W 1 

Eine. 

„ Thus then it is * . a Conſlituon 
ſounded upon 4 popular Plan is not always 
productive of —— ng to the Subject; ſince 
we may be convinced, States who have not 
only as much, but more of the Republic in 
their Eſtabliſnment than we have, are mere 
Slaves: It follows then, that we "maſt ſeek 
for Tome. other Cauſe to aſeribe the Hap Nr 
which we enjoy than the Mecaniſm 
Conſtitution: And this. I take it to. be >. 
Spirit of Liberty, that natural Jealouſy of all 
Encroachments upon our Freedom, which de- 
e itſelf through all * People1 in theſe 

nds, 


1 23 
To demonſtrate this Dif be we need only 
184. that we our ſelves have been Slaves to 
Parliaments, and have had our Liberty ſwal- 
lowed up in Popular Madneſs. Slaves to de- 
ent Parliaments have been no N ovelty in 


this Kingdom, 


The Tyrant, Hoiry ü the Eighth, held his 
two Eſtates in as much Subjection as he did 
his Guards; they were ready to vote and un- 
vote at his Pleaſure, and were in all Reſpectt 
the Twin-Brothers of the preſent Patlia« 
ment of Paris, or the Cortez of Spain. Could 
we be then ſaid to be free, thongh we 'cho 
our Repreſentatives, -as at preſent ? © No, 
were Slaves to our own Forms of F tecdom, 
and that Monſter of a King chained us down 
by Acts of Parliament, which gave a populat 
Air to all his Arbitrary Decrees ; not that he 
thought theſe Acts ; be could have 
done without them; but he mearies to pild 
the Pill of Slavery, by cloathing it with his 
outſide Garb of Freedom, and thought to gull 
the Vulgar with this Shadow of Parliament : 
But the Spirit of the Eng liſt were not as they are 
now ; the Diſpute between the Houſes of N 
and Lancafter, which had been cemented but 

in the preceeding Reign had broke their Spirits 
jad weakened} their Strength, fo that the Soris 

1 ; D 2 and 
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and Friends, of Liberty were obliged to couch 
under the Burthen for a while; but they re- 

covered it ein After-Reigns, and 1 think enjoy 
it · at pteſent in the higheſt Perfection; and they 
have brought their Governors to think that i it 
is dangerous to put them off with Forms with- 
out Subſtance; they are contented with no- 
thing leſs han real ſuhſtantial Liberty, ſome- 
thing they can feel as Well as ſee and hear; it 


zs not every Man that crys.out Liberty, Liber- 


V. that enters into the Cabinets of our Princes, 
ot is intruſted with the weighty Affairs of State; 
but it is he only, Who does the Will of the 
People and purſues their Intereſt with a ſteady 
Hand. Here, the Public Good is not made a 
Salking Horſe to Preſerment, or National Ju- 
ere to anſwer the baſe Ends of 

„or to ſatisfy private Malice: No, 
aner tried for their Lives and For- 
AR: byo$bei common Enn Law of the 
Land, and the Legiſlature never interferes 
with "Qftepces: of. any Kind but ſuch as are 
5 - vf the {ordinary Magi- 
— * nevet lend their Weight to 
tun damn the. Unhappy; and think it be- 
— wn hr, Dignity, to take Cofhizance of any 
Criminal, but he who is too big for the Lower 
* and has made himfelf | juſtly The no 
— * 1 People 


2 5 ] 
mean, that we have always bad-a Miniſtry 
who made Conſcience of their performing their 


Duty; no, I belieye our Miniſtry has and al- 


ways will be compoſed, as they are at ather 
Courts, of Knaves, Fools, and Wiſe Men, and 
that thoſe in Power would willingly 
Encroachments, if they durſt venture on it; 
but the Subjects of Britain are in general 
ſo well acquainted with their Intereſt, and 
To quick-ſighted in diſcerning the moſt te- 
mote Tendency of every Miniſterial Meaſure, 
that they find it in vain to attempt upon 
their Liberties. It is the Dread of this 
which has directed them in the wiſe and im- 
partial Allotment of our Taxes, in the great 
Oeconomy that diſcovers itſelf in the Manage- 
ment of our Finances, in the wiſe Delibera - 
tions of the Cabinet, and prudent Conduct of 
our foreign Intereſt, which has rendered us 
he Dread of Europe, and fixed in our Hand 
2 . of 1 In a word, it is 
us publick Spirit People, ſupported by 
the happy Fate of our Conſtitution: that — 
owe all our, preſent Happineſs ; for without 
this Spirit, or if any Accident ſhould- blunt 
the Edge of i, trick or bully the People out 
of it, in ſpite, of our Forms, we might fee 

Treaties entered into, contrary to our Intere 
and diametrically: oppoſite to the Law-of Na- 
| EL, wr — 
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ute and Nations; we might ſee Wars entered 
Cauſe, and conducted without 
Prudence, or 4 5 rational Hopes of Succeſs. 
Faxes imp ofed upon the People without Mea- 
ſute, 9 25 bot 1 ſquandered without 
Occonomy ; we tight 698 more ſee Im 5 
ſon tent We auſe, Trial without 
dence, and Attainders without the ſmalleſt In 
ent of Juſtice ; we might feel the Curſe 
"of a Pepſidged. Senate, With all the diſ 
Confequencts' of Arbitrary Power, only ſtript 
of the odions Name. All theſe Things our 
Prefathets have feen, and allowed the Agents 
to run out the whole Leong a of their Chain ; 
but they ſoon made them if. . the Weight of 
their Nane and brought about the glo- 
ny Revolution, the South and Spring of all 
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an Enemy müſt he be to-his King and 


E who ho Would argue the Nation out of 
their Notions of Freedom, or diſcourage any 
Meaſüre that tended to keep alive that glorious 
Fhme, which makes us the happieſt People 
n Earth; fince I tink it is 94 that Sub- 


Fets bring under a popular Government, with- 
out 


(27) 
out this publick Spirit of Liberty infuſed thro? 
all Ranks of the Community, are as liable to be 
Slaves as if they were ſubje& to the Will of 
one Man, which is the Aſſertion in my Title- 
Page. E. 
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